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*At 2 luncheon meeting in Wash- _
ington Wednesday of the Amer-
ican Society of Newspaper Edi-

P . tors, Centrallntelligence Agency /
‘ . Director Richard Helmsdeliver-
ed a speech of the first impor- ~
tance to the American people.

The CIA, Mr. Helms observed,
is often called an invisible gov-

-ernment, spreading slimy ten -
tacles around the country and
plotting the eventual enslavement

—-of the American people. .

Nothing could be further from
the truth, Actually, the ClA is a
glant spy agency devoted togath-
ering information on the activi-

-ties to 21l other nalions’ gov-

: ernments-with special and re-
lentless attention to the enemy
regimes in Moscow, Peking and
Havana,

It has fascinating pipelines into
all of these governments. One of

' the CIA’s star performers, for
example, was Col, Oleg Penkov-
skly, outwardly a high Soviet
military  intelligence officer
who funneled information to

- .our side until the Kremlin

“found him out and killed him
in 19863, )

We simply have got to havethe
CIA, just as the British Empire
- in its heydayhad tohave theworld

- «famous Britishintelligence ser-
“wlee. And to keep our so-called
Department of Dirty Tricks ef-
ficlent and effective, we must
let it do most of its good works
- in secret,

: * As Mr. Helms saidin closing
{ Uncle Sam is a big boy now, and
be lives in ‘‘a fearsome world)’
and the CIA is vital tohis sur-
vival end contlnued safety. NEW‘
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